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Welcome to the Term 4 newsletter from the Students with Disability Assessment Service (SwD-
AS).

In this edition you will find information on the following topics:

» Reminder about our recent branding changes

« Referrals for language and/or speech assessments welcomed
» Contacting assessors

» Handy hints for completing referral documents

o Assessments during school holidays

e Occupational health and safety (OHS) requirements

» Schools’ Dashboard

e Where to find more information

Reminder about our recent branding changes

A reminder that as of 1 September, we have rebranded to the Students with Disability Assessment
Service, delivered by AKG Health. Our new email address is SwWD@Assessments.com.au and our
webpage is Assessment service for students with disability - AKG Australia. \We are continuing to
operate as usual, with the same processes and staff.

Referrals for language and/or speech assessments welcomed

Did you know schools may continue to refer to us for a speech and/or language assessment to
better understand the support needs of students where a severe communication disorder is having
a significant functional impact on communication, social interactions and learning?

We will consider referrals for students who have a severe communication disorder and high
functional needs, and there is evidence they are likely to have:

 a severe developmental language disorder (DLD), characterised by significant and
persistent language difficulties affecting the student’s everyday functioning and with no
known reason for these difficulties. The student may have difficulty speaking and/or
understanding language

AND/OR

e a severe speech sound disorder as a result of childhood apraxia of speech (CAS), a rare
and complex speech disorder affecting the student’s ability to organise the movements of



the muscles used in speech. Teachers, peers and family members will often have difficulty
understanding the student's speech.

Evidence of high functional needs will assist in determining if a referral to the assessment service
is appropriate. This includes evidence of significant impact of the language and/or speech disorder
on everyday interactions and social communication, learning and academic skills, attention and
behaviour, and social, mental, and emotional wellbeing.

Referrals are not recommended for students:

 already fully assessed, or

e receiving services through an external or Student Support Services (SSS) speech
pathologist, or

» whose language difficulties are associated with a known condition, such as brain injury,
sensorineural hearing loss, autism, intellectual developmental disorder or genetic conditions
such as Down syndrome, as these students will not meet the criteria for DLD.

Contacting assessors

If parents or other professionals wish to contact an assessor, please provide the AKG Health email
address (SwD@Assessments.com.au) and/or phone number (03 9678 5100). Please do not share
an assessor’s personal contact details without their consent.

Handy hints for completing referral documents

e Only information that can be verified should be provided in referral documents, as
information provided by schools and parents is used as part of the assessment process and
may be included in the report.

e School contacts are encouraged to review all referral forms and action any missing
information prior to returning them. This will help to avoid delays with our review of the
referral and scheduling of the assessment.

 Items highlighted in yellow in the parent and teacher referral forms must be completed and
will be marked as incomplete if not answered.

o It is helpful to complete the parent referral form with the parent/carer to ensure detailed
information is provided.

o It is helpful to contact previous schools to gather information about history and any
professional reports.

Assessments during school holidays

We have assessors available over school holidays periods, including January, if any schools would
like to move forward with assessments without the interruption of the holidays. Assessments will
be completed onsite at the school and will need a staff member to be present to provide access.
Referral documents need to be received and marked as complete for this to occur. Please contact
the office or include a note in your email when you are returning referral documents if you are
interested in this opportunity and the end of term is approaching.

Occupational health and safety (OHS) requirements

The Students with Disability Assessment Service is a service provided by the Department of
Education to assist schools and families to understand the educational support needs of students
with disability and high needs. All assessors have a current Working with Children Check. OHS
requirements and appropriate insurances are managed as part of our contract with the department



to deliver the assessment service across all Victorian government schools. This means individual
schools do not need to manage these as they would for contractors engaged by the school.

Schools’ Dashboard

All schools have access to their own personalised Dashboard. This offers a quick and efficient
option to check on the progress and current status of referrals. You are welcome to follow up with a
phone call or email if you need any more information.

Log in to the Schools' Dashboard

Are you interested in more information?

Visit our website for more information about:

» how our service works
« intellectual developmental disorder and language disorder
» Frequently Asked Questions and other useful documents

You might also be interested in watching these webinars about intellectual developmental disorder
and assessment of adaptive behaviour using the Vineland-3:

Understanding intellectual developmental disorder

Assessing_adaptive behaviour using the Vineland-3

Closure period over December/January

Please note, our office will be closed from 12.30pm on Tuesday 23 December and will reopen on
Monday 12 January. The SwD@Assessments.com.au email will be monitored from 5 January and
any urgent matters will be actioned before the official reopen date, as needed.

Would you like to contact us?
T: 039678 5100

E: SwD@Assessments.com.au
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